Caxton anc his Contemporaries    17

Several printers from the Low Countries came
to England soon after Caxton. The year after he
settled at Westminster, a book was printed at Ox-
ford without printer's name, and with a misprint
in the date, which has caused much discussion.
This was the Exposicio sancti Jeronimi in simbolum
apostolorum, and the colophon ran, * Impressa
Oxonie et finita anno domini M.cccc.lxviij., xvij.
die decembris,' a wholly improbable date now in-
terpreted as a misprint for 1478. The dropping
of an * x' from the date of a colophon is not an
uncommon printer's error, and the Exposicio has
been found bound with two other Oxford books,
the De peccato originate of Aegidius de Columna,
and a Latin translation of the Ethics of Aristotle,
both dated 1479, and both showing the same typo-
graphical features as the Exposicio. Moreover,
the type in which they are printed was used at
Cologne, in 1477 and 1478, by a printer named
Gerard ten Raem, one of whose books printed with it,
the Modus Confitendi* was finished on soth October,
or only eight weeks before the appearance of
the Exposicio at Oxford. This Modus Confitendi
has in common with the Exposicio a curious misuse
of a capital H for a capital P. There is thus no
room for doubt that the printer of the first three
Oxford books obtained his type from Cologne, and
was therefore presumably the Theodoric Rood of that
city whose name first appears in the commentary
on the De Anima of Aristotle, printed at Oxford